20 March 1861,' 24 Vict. 




A 



BILL 



FOR 



The better Regulation of Presentment Sessions in 
Ireland. 

W HEREAS an Act was passed in the Session of Parliament PpenmUe. 
holden in the Sixth and Seventh Teai’s of the Reign of Eds 
late Majesty Kmg William the Fourth, intituled “ An Act 6 & 7 W. 4, 
“ to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the Presentment of 
5 “ Public Money by Grand Juries in Ireland:” And whereas by the 
said Act it was, amongst other things, enacted, that every Justice of 
the Peace of any County in Ireland should assemble and hold Pre- 
sentment Sessions as in the said Act provided, and that the Grand 
Jury at each Assizes should appoint by Presentment one Place in each 
10 Barony in the County at wMch Presentment Sessions should be 
successively holden for the Purposes of the said Act, and that the 
last of such Presentment. Sessions should be held at the Court House 
for the said County, and that certain of the Cesspayers of each 
Barony should be associated with the Justices at the Presentment 
15 Sessions to be held in and for each Barony, according to certain Pro- 
visions in the said Act contained, and that at the Presentment Sessions 
to be held at the County Court House certain of the Cesspayers of 
the Barony in which such Court House is situate should be associated 
with the Justices for so much of the Business of such Sessions as 
20 related to the said Barony, and certain other Cesspayers should be 
so associated with the Justices for so much of the said Business as 
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related to tlie County at large : And whereas by another Act of 
Parliament passed in the Session of Parliament held in the Seventh 
7 W 4. c. 2. Year of the said King, intituled “ An Act to amend an Act passed 
“ in the Seventh Year of His present Majesty, for consolidating the 
“ Laws relating to the Presentment of Public Monies by Grand 6 
“ Juries in Ireland,” it was, amongst other things, enacted, that 
the Grand Jury might fix and appoint the last of such Presentment 
Sessions either in the County Court House or some other Court 
House or Place, as they might deem most conveniently situated for 
such Purpose ; And whereas Presentment Sessions in Ireland are now 10 
held under the Provisions of the said Acts, and it has been found by 
Experience that the Pj-ovisions of the said first-mentioned Act are 
insufficient to secure for the Ratepayers in the several Counties in 
Ireland the Control over the Expenditure of Public Money intended 
to be given them by the said Act, and it is expedient to make better 15 
Provision for the Purpose of more effectually securing such Control : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, as follows ; that is to say, 20 



Former Acts 1 . All the Provisions of the said recited Acts, and all Laws now 
continued. ^ relating to Presentment Sessions, and the Powers of such 

Sessions, and the Regulation of the Proceedings at the same, shall be 
in full Eorce and Effect, and continue so to be, except so far as they 
are repealed or altered by, or are inconsistent with the Provisions of 25 
this Act. 



Acts to be 
read toge- 
ther. 



2. The said recited Acts and this Act shall be read together as 
One Act. 



Short Title 
of Act. 



3. This Act may he cited as “ The Presentment Sessions (Ireland) 
Act, 1861.” 



Presentment 4. From and after the passing of this Act the Presentment Sessions 
Seaeiocs for County at large shall he a separate and distinct Sessions, and 

tege.*’^ ’* in the Barony in which such Sessions shall be held there shall be holden 
separately Two Presentment Sessions, one in and for the said Barony, 
at which shall be transacted so much of the Business of Presentment 35 
Sessions as relates to the said Barony, and the other for the County 
at large, in which shall be transacted so nfuch of such Business as 
relates to the County at large ; and the Sessions for the said Bai-ony 
shall he subject to the same Rules and Regulations as other Baronial 
Sessions ; and in any Appointment of Sessions by any Grand Jury 
after ihs passing of this Act the Presentment Sessions for the County 
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at large shall be fixed and appointed upon a Day subsequent to all 
the Baronial Sessions, including the Sessions held for the Barony in 
which the County Court House or other Place in which the Present- 
ment Sessions for the County at large are held is situated, and all 
5 Presentment Sessions, except the Presentment Sessions for the County 
at large, shall be deemed to be Presentment Sessions for the Barony 
in which they are held. 

5. From and after the of this Act it shall not be lawful for 

any Justice of the Peace for any County in Ireland to act at any 

10 Presentment Sessions holden for any Barony in the said County unless 
he shall be qualified so to do in one or other of the respects herein- 
after mentioned ; that is to say, unless — 

1 . He shall be a Resident within the said Barony ; or, 

2. He shall be rated to the Relief of the Poor in respect of Lands 

15 in his own actual Occupation situated within the said Barony 

of the annual Value of not less than Thirty Pounds ; or, 

3. He shall be Owner of some Estate or Interest in Lands situate 

within the said Barony producing to him for his own Use and 
Benefit a clear yearly Income of not less than Two hundred 
20 Pounds, and of which he shall be seised or possessed for a 

Term of Years originally created for not less than Twenty 
Years, or for some greater Estate, or of an Estate for his own 
Life in such Term of Years : 

But no Person shall be so qualified by reason of being the Mortgagee 
25 of any Lands within the said Barony. 

6. Every Justice of the Peace previously to acting at any such 
Presentment Sessions, in addition to the Declaration required by the 
said first recited Act, shall also make and subscribe in like Manner 
in open Court the Declaration contained in the Schedule to this Act 

30 annexed, which last-mentioned Declaration shall be delivered by the 
Secretary of the Grand Jury to the acting Clerk of the Peace, to be 
by him preserved among the Records of the said County in all respects 
as is prescribed by the said recited Act as to the Declarations 
prescribed by the said Act. 

35 7. After the passing of this Act it shall not be lawful for any 

Grand Jury in Ireland to fix or determine the Number of Cess- 
payers to be associated with the Justices at any Presentment yessions, 
or to make out or prepare any List or Lists of Cesspayers for the 
Purpose of such Presentment Sessions, nor shall it be lawful or 
40 requisite for any Barony Constable or other Collector of Public 
Money to return to the Grand Jury a List of the highest Cesspayers 
in each Barony as required by the said first recited Act. 

[84.] A 2 8. At 
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8. At any Presentment Sessions held for any Barony after the 
passing- of this Act, in lieu and stead of the Cesspayers appointed to 
be associated with the Justices under the Provisions of the said first 
recited Act, the following Persons shall be entitled to attend and vote ; 
that is to say, any Person who shall be under the Laws for the Relief ^ 
of the Poor in Ireland, a Guardian of the Poor elected for any 
Electoral Division situate wholly or iu part within such Barony ; and 
all such Persons, together with the Justices of the Peace for the 
County, entitled to attend Presentment Sessions and qualified as 
herein-before mentioned, shall assemble and hold the Presentment 
Sessions in and for each Barony respectively, and shall do and per- 
form all such Matters and Things as the Justices and associated 
Cesspayers at such Presentment Sessions are now by Law authorized 
or required to do or perform, and such Justices and Guardians and no 
other Persons shall be the Persons entitled to act and vote at such 15 
Presentment Sessions. 

9. Every Justice of the Peace for the County who would be 

entitled to assemble and act at Presentment Sessions if this Act had 
not been passed, shall be entitled to act at the Presentment Sessions 
for the County at large. 20 

10. In addition to such Justices, and in lieu and stead of the 
Persons appointed by the said first-mentioned Act to he associated 
with the Justices at the Presentment Sessions to be held in the 
County Court House in the Transaction of so much of the Business 

as relates to the County at lai'ge, the Persons elected as herein-after 25 
mentioned shall be entitled to act together with the Justices of the 
Peace at the Presentment Sessions for the County at large. 

11. Upon the First Day of the Presentment Sessions to be holden 
ill and for any Barony there shall be chosen and elected at such 
Sessions Two fit and proper Persons, being Ratepayers of the County, SO 
to he associated with the Justices at the Presentment Sessions for the 
County at large, and the Chairman shall upon that Day certify under 
his Hand and Seal to the Secretary of the Grand Jury the Names 
and Residences of the Persons so chosen and elected. 

12. No Justice of the Peace shall give a Vote in the Election of 35 
such Persons, unless as Chaii’raan he shall give a Casting Vote in case 

of an Equality of Numbers ; and such Persons shall be freely and 
indifferently chosen by the Votes of the Persons present at such 
Sessions, in right of their being elected Guardians of the Poor. 

13. At the Presentment Sessions for the County at large, the 40 
Lieutenant of the County, if present, shall preside, but if he shall 

not 
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not be present, such one of the Justices as he shall appoint for that S™s for 
1 urpose under his Hand and Seal ; and in the Omission of such County 
Appointment, or Absence of the Person so appointed, the Election of 
Chairman shall be determined as is by the said first recited Act 
6 prescribed generally in the Case of Presentment Sessions. 

14. For the Purposes of the Presentment Sessions for the County Secretary of 
at large, the Secretary of the Grand Jury shall make out and deliver Jury 
to the Chairman of such Sessions a List of the Names and Residences Ss7of° 
of the several Persons returned to him from the several Presentment 
10 Sessions, as chosen at such Sessions to serve at the Presentment 
Sessions for the County at large. 

16. The Grand Jury shall have the Power of fixing the Present- Grand Jury 
ment Sessions for the County at large at the bounty Court House ‘ofixPlaco 
or such other Place within the County as they may deem more con- 

IS vement : Provided always, that the Place of holding such Sessions 1“E«- 
shall not be changed by the Grand Jury at any Assizes from the 
Place where the same shall have been last held, unless a Resolution 
shall have been adopted by a Majority of those present at the last 
previous Sessions sanctioning the Change. 

20 16. After the First Day of September next all Applications for Works 

Works, the Expense of which is to be charged wholly or in part 
upon the County, shall, before any Presentment by the Grand Jury, 
be made to and approved by the Presentment Sessions for the Oomtytobc 
County at large, in addition to any Approval now by Law required Connty'‘‘“‘ 
25 for the SflmG. Sessions. 

17. At any Presentment Sessions for the County at large to be gums to be 
held after the First Day of September next, the Secretary of the 

Grand Jui'y shall, on the First Day of the Meeting of such Sessions, 
lay before them a full Statement of all Monies, except Compensations Countj 
30 for malicious Injuries, which it is intended or proposed to raise wholly 
or in part from the County at large, by any Presentment of what 
Nature or Kind soever; and the Persons assembled at such Sessions 
shall proceed to examine the same, and shall approve of or reject, 
in whole or in part, each and every of such intended or proposed 
35 Presentments; and after the First Day of January One thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two no Money, unless as herein-after men- 
tioned, shall be presented to be raised off the County at large, unless 
approved of at such Sessions : Provided always, that this Clause shall 
not apply to any Case of Compensation for malicious Injury, nor shall 
40 it authorize or oblige the Grand Jury to withhold or diminish a 
Presentment for the Salary of any County Officer, unless the Judge 
[84.] A 3 of 
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of Assize shall, on hearing the Case, sanction the Refusal of Dimi- 
nution of such Salary by the Presentment Sessions ; nor shall any- 
thing herein contained prevent the Grand Jury from presenting, or the 
Judge from ordering any Sum of Money to be raised in any Case in 
which the Presentment for such Money is or shall be compulsory by 5 
Law, provided that the Proposal to present such Sum shall have been 
submitted as herein-before provided to the Sessions for the County 
at large. 

18. The Persons assembled at any Presentment Sessions shall 
have Power to adjourn such Sessions from Time to Time, as they 10 
shall see fit ; and in any Case in which they shall deem it necessary 

or expedient that an Examination should take place upon Oath, they 
shall have Power to examine upon Oath, and which Oath the Chair- 
man is hereby authorized and required to administer, all such Persons 
as they shall think fit, touching any Application, Tender, Contract, 15 
Salary, or other Matter pending before such Sessions, or any Matter 
connected therewith ; and any Person swearing falsely before such 
Sessions shall be liable to the Pains and Penalties imposed by Law 
upon Persons guilty of wilful and corrupt Perjury ; but nothing m 
this Clause contained shall be held to oblige any such Sessions to 
require Evidence on Oath, or to prevent them from proceeding in 
relation to any Matter pending before them as they might have done 
if this Enactment had not been passed. 

19. If before the passing of this Act the Grand Jury of any 
County shall have appointed the next Presentment Sessions for the 25 
County at large and for any Barony to be held on the same Day and 

at the same Place, it shall be lawful for the Justices of the County 
and they are hereby required to assemble as so appointed, and to 
adjourn the Sessions for the County at large to such future Day as 
they may think fit, and the Baronial Sessions shall proceed on the 30 
Day so appointed by the Grand Jury, and the County Sessions on 
such future Day as if they had been separately appointed for such 
Days respectively, according to the Provisions of this Act. 

20. If any Justice of the Peace or other Person shall act at any 

‘ Presentment Sessions held after the passing of this Act, who shall not 35 
be qualified and entitled to do so under the Provisions of this Act, 
such Person shall for every Occasion upon which he shall so act, pay 
and forfeit the Sum of Twenty Pounds, together with full Costs of 
Suit, to be recovered by Action in any of the Superior Courts of Law 
at Dublin, at the Suit of any Person entitled and qualified to act at 40 
the Sessions at which such Person shall have so acted. 

21. No 
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21. No Presentment of any Grand Jury shall be deemed to be Preaent- 
invalid or be quashed on account of any Person or Persons not duly 
qualified having acted at any Presentment Sessions, or on account of foi’ Defect in 
any Defect in the Constitution of any Presentment Sessions. Seasiona. 

Act not to 

5 22. Nothing herein contained shall extend to any County of a 

City or County of a Town or the County of Dublin. or to Comity 

of Dublin. 

23. The Word “ Barony” when used in this Act shall include a interpreta- 
Half Barony or any Subdivision of any Barony or Half Barony duly Clause, 
constituted by the Presentment of a Grand Jury in accordance with 

10 the Provisions of the said recited Act, and the Word “ Comity” shall 
include any Riding of a County in which separate Assizes are or may 
be held. 

24. This Act shall extend only to that Part of the United Act only to 

Kingdom called Ireland. ireT^V*^ 



A4 
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S C I-LE B U L E. 




I A.B. do declare, That I n a Resident within the Barony of 



\liere name the Barony], and 
Barony is at \liere name the Re 
That I am rated to the Relie 



that my Residence within the said 
'dence] ; or 

of the Poor in respect of the Lands 
of [here describe the Lands other Tenements], and that such 
Lands [or other Tenements] ai in my own actual Occupation and 

Pounds [here 
jands are situated [here describe the 



are rated at the annual Value o: 
state the Value], and that such 
Lands] within the Barony of 

That I am the Owner of [he e state the Estate or Interest] in the 
Lands of [here descn'ibe the Lai /s] situate in 

in the County of j and that I am in receipt for my 

own Use and Benefit of a clear yearly Income out of the said Lands 
of not less than Two hundred Pounds. 
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